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standard, the disease will liave run too far to be stayed by mere palliatives and the patient may any day be called on to choose between a difficult operation and lifelong disease. If such a change is ever made it will be found easiest and safest to adopt a gold standard at or about the exchange of the day rather than to attempt to establish a higher rate. The great mass of the currency in ordinary use in India would continue to be silver as at present.
" The question of the future of silver possesses not merely a speculative, but an eminently practical interest in India. I have long held the opinion that however distasteful to the majority of men currency questions may be, and however unwilling we may be to undertake reforms which affect the Standard of Value, the perpetually recurring evils flowing from a difference of monetary standard between India and the other countries with which her financial and commercial transactions are so important, cannot and should not be endured for ever, and that sooner or later a final solution of the problem must be found, and I am unable to discover any permanent remedy for the evils which, day by day, and year by /ear, press themselves upon our attention in India, except either the general adoption of the system of double legal tender or the extension of the single gold standard." a
1 Lord Cross, who was at that time Secretary of State for India, officially disapproved of what I had said on the  ground  that fa